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to a railroad’s on-track safety pro-
gram. 

(b) After receipt of the notification 
from the railroad, the Federal Railroad 
Administration will conduct a formal 
review of the on-track safety program. 
The Federal Railroad Administration 
will notify the primary railroad con-
tact person of the results of the review, 
in writing, whether the on-track safety 
program or changes to the program 
have been approved by the Adminis-
trator, and if not approved, the specific 
points in which the program or changes 
are deficient. 

(c) A railroad’s on-track safety pro-
gram will take effect by the estab-
lished compliance dates in § 214.305, 
without regard to the date of review or 
approval by the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration. Changes to a railroad’s 
program will take effect on dates es-
tablished by each railroad without re-
gard to the date of review and approval 
by the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion.

§ 214.309 On-track safety program doc-
uments. 

Rules and operating procedures gov-
erning track occupancy and protection 
shall be maintained together in one 
manual and be readily available to all 
roadway workers. Each roadway work-
er responsible for the on-track safety 
of others, and each lone worker, shall 
be provided with and shall maintain a 
copy of the program document.

§ 214.311 Responsibility of employers. 

(a) Each employer is responsible for 
the understanding and compliance by 
its employees with its rules and the re-
quirements of this part. 

(b) Each employer shall guarantee 
each employee the absolute right to 
challenge in good faith whether the on-
track safety procedures to be applied 
at the job location comply with the 
rules of the operating railroad, and to 
remain clear of the track until the 
challenge is resolved. 

(c) Each employer shall have in place 
a written procedure to achieve prompt 
and equitable resolution of challenges 
made in accordance with §§ 214.311(b) 
and 214.313(d).

§ 214.313 Responsibility of individual 
roadway workers. 

(a) Each roadway worker is respon-
sible for following the on-track safety 
rules of the railroad upon which the 
roadway worker is located. 

(b) A roadway worker shall not foul a 
track except when necessary for the 
performance of duty. 

(c) Each roadway worker is respon-
sible to ascertain that on-track safety 
is being provided before fouling a 
track. 

(d) Each roadway worker may refuse 
any directive to violate an on-track 
safety rule, and shall inform the em-
ployer in accordance with § 214.311 
whenever the roadway worker makes a 
good faith determination that on-track 
safety provisions to be applied at the 
job location do not comply with the 
rules of the operating railroad.

§ 214.315 Supervision and communica-
tion. 

(a) When an employer assigns duties 
to a roadway worker that call for that 
employee to foul a track, the employer 
shall provide the employee with a job 
briefing that includes information on 
the means by which on-track safety is 
to be provided, and instruction on the 
on-track safety procedures to be fol-
lowed. 

(b) A job briefing for on-track safety 
shall be deemed complete only after 
the roadway worker has acknowledged 
understanding of the on-track safety 
procedures and instructions presented. 

(c) Every roadway work group whose 
duties require fouling a track shall 
have one roadway worker designated 
by the employer to provide on-track 
safety for all members of the group. 
The designated person shall be quali-
fied under the rules of the railroad that 
conducts train operations on those 
tracks to provide the protection nec-
essary for on-track safety of each indi-
vidual in the group. The responsible 
person may be designated generally, or 
specifically for a particular work situa-
tion. 

(d) Before any member of a roadway 
work group fouls a track, the des-
ignated person providing on-track safe-
ty for the group under paragraph (c) of 
this section shall inform each roadway 
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